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Decks cleared for construction of 1M campus in Amritsar

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/decks-cleared-for-construction-of-iim-campus-in-
amritsar/203479.html

Decks have been cleared for the construction of permanent campus of the [IM in Amritsar. The process of transferring
the ownership rights of the designated plot to the IIM’s Society name has gained momentum.

Confirming this, Minister for Higher Education Surjit Singh Rakhra said with the process on its last leg, the civil work of
the IIM building would start soon. “By March 10, the land will be transferred in the name of the IIM Society. This would
be followed by the civil work that would be done by the Central Public Works Department,” he said.

Earlier, the foundation-laying ceremony was expected to be performed in July by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
during his visit here but could not be executed as neither the land was registered nor the IIM’s society was constituted.

Now that the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has already registered the [IM society, there wouldn’t
be any hurdle in getting papers made on behalf of the society. The society comprises nine members, a majority of them
from the Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development.

Amritsar Development Authority’s chief administrator Sandeep Rishi said. “There is no technical hitch now. The land was
purchased at a cost of Rs 1.25 crore per acre from a private owner. We have got the land registered in the name of the
Punjab Government. Now, it requires the government’s approval to transfer its rights to the IIM Society,” he said.

The IIM-Amritsar campus was proposed to come up at a 60-acre site near Manawala on the Amritsar-Jalandhar GT Road.

The site is located just 4.5 km from the city limits, 7 km from the ISBT, and 8.5 km from the railway station, making it
easily approachable — the factor that was the most crucial for the Centre’s selection committee.

At present, the site has been levelled and demarcated with concrete pillars.

The project cost is estimated to be around Rs 900 crore. The initial instalment of Rs 5 crore specified for the boundary
wall of the campus has already been received by the IIM Society. Officials said the Central Public Works Department
would be entrusted with the task of carrying out the civil job.

Thereafter, there would be a global tendering, inviting proposals from architects for designing the upcoming IIM
building.

The IIM officially commenced operations from its temporary campus in Amritsar on August 6. BThe makeshift campus is
located on the Punjab Institute of Technology premises near the Guru Nanak Dev University.

Transfer of land ownership under way

The process of transferring the ownership rights of the designated plot to the IIM’s Society name has gained
momentum. By March 10, the land will be transferred, which would be followed by the civil work, said
Minister for Higher Education Surjit Singh Rakhra


http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/decks-cleared-for-construction-of-iim-campus-in-amritsar/203479.html
http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/decks-cleared-for-construction-of-iim-campus-in-amritsar/203479.html

Page 4 of 9

11Sc students on JNU campaign attacked

http://www.asianage.com/india/iisc-students-jnu-campaign-attacked-744

On Monday morning, a group of students from the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) were busy collecting
signatures for their latest campaign — to increase the democratic space in academic institutions. A few hundred
signatures had been collected already and would be part of a letter addressed to President Pranab Mukherjee.
Around 1.40 pm, a group of hooligans shouting abuse attacked the campaigners who were holding a peaceful
protest against the JNU incident.

The furniture in the room was upturned and the sheet of signatures torn up as the angry protesters accused the
students of being “anti-national” and “turning IISc into a terrorist house”. Although the campus security
handled the situation and restored peace in about 10 minutes, sources say the situation is still “volatile”.

“We started our campaign on Sunday and everything was peaceful,” said a student. The group included
members from CONCERN, an on-campus gathering comprising liberal and left-leaning students as well as
others who participated in their individual capacity. “Things seemed to be going well on Monday, too, till these
goons showed up. We’re not sure who they are, but we heard that they are part of the institute too,” he said.

The posters made by the campaigners were apparently the trigger for the right-wing students who attacked

them. The posters contained slogans like “Kill sedition law”, “Condemn sectarian slogans” and “Stand with
INU”.

“They tore down the posters and vandalised the furniture,” the student said. “Our signature campaign was
completely voluntary — passersby were asked to read it and sign if they wished to. These people could have
told us they disagreed with us instead of resorting to vandalism,” he said.

The students handed a written complaint to the campus security, who have promised to take the matter to the
dean. The students said that they were determined to carry on with their signature campaign.


http://www.asianage.com/india/iisc-students-jnu-campaign-attacked-744
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Setting up of 1IM in JK

http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/jammu/story/210826.html

HRDM constitutes committee to inspect identified land

Union Ministry of Human Resource Development has constituted Site Selection Committee for inspection of the
identified land for establishment of the permanent campuses for IIM in Jammu and Kashmir. The Joint Secretary
Administration in Higher Education (MHRD), Parveen Kumar; Commissioner Secretary Higher Education J&K, Sarita
Chauhan; Director IIM Lucknow, Prof Ajit Prasad, and Superintendent Engineer/Executive Engineer (Civil) PWD J&K are
the members of the Committee.

The Committee shall visit the sites proposed by the Government of J&K to ascertain the suitability and give
recommendations thereon to the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development at the earliest.

Govt clears land allotments to AIIMS, 1IM & GCoE

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/Govt-clears-land-allotments-to-AlIMS-11M-
GCoE/articleshow/51216398.cms

Nagpur: In a boost to Nagpur's march towards becoming an education hub, Maharashtra cabinet on Tuesday
cleared land allotments for three big institutions coming up here. It included AIIMS and 1IM along with
Government College of Engineering (GCOE), as per officials from State Higher and Technical Education
Department.

Though the land for establishing these prestigious institutions was already allotted, formal clearance was given
in a cabinet meeting chaired by chief minister Devendra Fadnavis. The cabinet had already approved 100 acres
for INIT at Kaladongri on Wardha Road. For AIIMS and 1M, the government allocated 150 and 143 acres
respectively at Mouza Dahegaon in non-SEZ area under Mihan. Both these institutions will share the boundary
wall.

For GCOE, 11.67 acres was allocated at Khapri near newly constructed homes for project-affected persons
(PAPs) of Mihan.

According to officials, all these lands were under control of Maharashtra Airport Development Corporation
(MADC) and formal clearance from cabinet was needed to hand them over to respective institutions. All three
would get allotment letters soon. The land would be provided on a 99-year lease and nominal rent would be
charged from managements of these institutions.

While 1IM-Nagpur has already started operations from VNIT's premises, there is no development in case of
AIIMS. The government plans to start the much-needed GCOE from forthcoming academic year in June.

Government appointed nodal officer for AIIMS, Dr Ravi Chauhan, said they had demarcated 150 acres and also
set up a boundary using big stones. "As far as state is concerned, we have completed all formalities. Now, it is
up to the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to take possession and start construction. We are always
there to help them in getting no-objection certificates and any other help,” he said.

Joint director for technical education Gulab Thakre too said state's role in setting up 11M-N was over after
allocation of land and it was now Ministry of Human Resources Development's (MHRD) responsibility to take


http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/jammu/story/210826.html
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it further. "MHRD would build infrastructure like building, classrooms and laboratories and provide entire
funding for it," he pointed out.

On GCoE, he said they had dispatched proposals for building infrastructure like classrooms, library and
laboratories to the Higher and Technical Education Department for clearance. "We have also demanded
immediate appointment of teaching and non-teaching staff from the government before AICTE's inspection.
Once their nod is received, we will start recruitment and also transfer teachers and non-teaching staff from other
government run colleges in the state,"” Thakre informed. Vidarbha already has two GCoEs in Amravati and
Chandrapur, and Nagpur's would be the third.

Infographics:

* AIIMS — Announced in 2014 budget, this Rs1,577crore project was allotted land at Mouza Dahegaon long
back. No significant progress took place afterwards and project is still on paper. It is now up to Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare to take it forward.

* 1IM — It has already started with 60 seats from VNIT premises within a record time of eight months after
announcement, thanks to personal interest taken by CM Devendra Fadnavis. Now, it is for Union Ministry of
Human Resource Development to construct buildings, classrooms and laboratories for the institution at land
allotted adjacent to AIIMS. It would take three to four years for making a new campus.

* GCOE — This institution was much needed since GCoE Chandrapur was shifted to Gondwana University.
With formal announcement of land allotment, decks are now cleared to start the college with 300 seats from
June. Fortunately, the existing land is also having a building meant for housing ITI. The government has to
erect other infrastructure like classrooms, workshops, laboratories and library.

JNU row: IIT Madras professors explain why they wrote to
President Mukherjee

http://www.firstpost.com/india/jnu-row-iit-madras-professors-explain-why-they-wrote-to-president-mukherjee-
2652476.html

[Editor's note: A group of 56 faculty members from IIT Madras wrote to President Pranab Mukherjee on 23
February (Tuesday) voicing a concern that institutions of higher learning in India have been turned into
“warzones”. Devendra Jalihal and Shreepad Karmalkar, professors of Electrical Engineering Department, IIT
Madras, and signatories of this petition, explain the rationale of their petition.]

A university is a place of universal knowledge related to the world inside and outside human beings. For
practical purposes, this universal knowledge is divided into a variety of disciplines, namely — humanities, social
sciences, natural sciences, formal sciences and applied sciences. The goal of universities across the world has
been to absorb, store, generate and disseminate this universal knowledge, and transmit it from one generation to
the next. This is the reason for funding a university from tax payers' money.

India has a huge young population. Young minds are impressionable. Hence, educating them and ensuring
social justice without them falling prey to the language of abuse and hate is a major challenge. This challenge
can be met not by agitations, but by dialogue and debate among various perspectives in a calm atmosphere. If
instead of the above lofty ideals, “debate and dissent based on unfettered freedom speech” becomes the
foremost goal of a university, dialogue and debate may slip into hate and abuse as has happened in some Indian
universities. These universities would then cease to attract talent or be crucial national assets in addressing
problems; they would nurture despair rather than hope. This is what we alerted in our petition to the president.


http://www.firstpost.com/india/jnu-row-iit-madras-professors-explain-why-they-wrote-to-president-mukherjee-2652476.html
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The Presidents of India notably Pranab Mukherjee and Late Abdul Kalam are patrons of knowledge and have
been calling for Indian universities to reach landmark successes and to be renowned in the world. For this
purpose, universities ought to have a metric of success. This metric could be different for different universities
and disciplines. For example, 11Ts are trying to promote a metric based on the contributions of 11T graduates to
the national or global economy. A Pan IIT study conducted in 2008 came out with a figure of Rs 20 lakh crore
as the the total wealth generated by IITians. Eventually, the tax payer will judge the performance of a university
by such metrics and not by agitations and protests.
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